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much of which is not readily visible, if it belongs 
there, it belongs there!  The image above shows the new truck sideframe for our 2D-F8 truck that will 
be used on the GLe, make special note of the lettering detail that in actual size on the model is approxi-
mately .025ò tall.  This master part was machined from a solid billet the remnants of which can be seen 
at both ends.  The image below shows the real wood walkways, opening hatches and complete hatch 
locking mechanisms faithfully modeled.  No detail has been overlooked, even the lettering that will be 
used for these cars has been purposely developed and drawn to exacting standards, close enough is not 
good enough even for our rolling stock.  We are hoping for delivery beginning in about six (6) weeks.  
It has been too long since our last update and we regret this, but the demands of producing our last 
project, the Norfolk & Western Y6b kept us incredibly busy right up to the end,  Since the completion 
of the project and the delivery of the models to our shop in January, we have been breaking back to get 
the models shipped to customers as quickly as possible, while trying to maintain the integrity of the 
ýnished product.  We need to elaborate more on what is involved in the preparation and delivery process, 
but weôll save that for later in the update, it is important that all concerned are aware of what goes into 
the delivery of one of our models and that may help explain why it is not a óquickô process.  We have 
a lot on our plate at the moment and weôll do out best to bring you up to speed with this update.

As mentioned, the production of our Y6b is complete and many of you have one in your hands to óplayô 
with.  The response to the ýnished product has been exceptional, this has been our best project to date 
any way you want to evaluate it.  The most common comment has been that this model represents the 
ýnest that has been produced regardless of scale, we love to hear it, particularly from customers, but 
we wonôt be the ones to say it.  At the outset of our very ýrst project we made a commitment to deliver 
more than promised in our models and I truly feel that we have again lived up to that standard.  Can we 
continue to improve, we certainly can and will.  Can we add more detail and features to our ýnished 
projects, we plan on it and are actively working to do so with our very next projects, locomotives and 
rolling stock alike.

We take great pride and pleasure in doing what we do, but there is one aspect of the business that will 
always be a ópainô, that being the ýnancial side.  I suspect that world events had an impact on all of us, 
but the ýnal payments for the Y6b came in very slowly which only adds to our costs.  We are continu-
ing our effort to maintain reasonable pricing, but in light of the most recent project are re-evaluating 
our reservation and payment routine with an eye toward making it more user friendly so payments 
can be more timely.  Beginning with our next locomotive project, the Union Paciýc ótypeô, a new or 
modiýed plan will be in place, it is being derived from many of the comments and suggestions that 
we have heard from customers and potential customers alike.  The bottom line is, we cannot deliver 
a state-of-the-art model at reasonable prices and afford to ýnance the purchase for customers without 
making up the difference somewhere.  
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